Assignment 1 
Enders game Analysis
Now that you have watched the movie and read multiple academic articles on Ender's Game, I would like you to write a short analysis where you bring in an external source to add to the conversation. You should have three sources: 1) Ender's Game movie; 2) One article I have provided 3) an article you find on the area you want to address. 

There are several topics brought up in the articles and in the movie. Morality, ethics, giftedness, child abuse, are just some of the issues discussed in the articles and present in the movie. So write a 2+ page paper with a thesis (a claim) that you will support with the three sources. 

Find the thesis in the multiple articles that I provided. See how they prove their points. I am not asking you to do your own first-person research with methodologies. I am asking you to make a claim based from the information you have read and support it, like a mini research paper.

Requirements:

2+ pages
MLA Formatting
3 Sources listed above
Organized
Strong Thesis
Supporting Paragraphs 

Assignment 2
Writing Assignment: Observation
Instructions
1. Select a public location such as a cafeteria, a public park, a sporting event, a shopping center, an airport, or a college campus.  Because of COVID-19 and social distancing measures, you may perform the observation via a public webcam such as the ones linked below or you can choose to another public webcam.  Please do not install a webcam yourself to view people.  That would be considered unethical.  If you opt to use a webcam for your observation, be sure that you add it to your reference section and list it in proper APA format.
2.       Set aside time to observe the behavior of others.  You need to observe for about 30 minutes and write field notes while you observe. Record the date of the observation, the time you begin, the location, and the time you end so you can include this in your report.

3.       Identify one behavior that is easy to observe in this setting. Here is an example of behaviors you may choose to observe. You may select more than one behavior (no more than 2), but keep in mind that the more behaviors, the more difficult it will be to track them. 

a.       Cafeteria: time urgency, social activity vs. individual activity, group behavior, male-female communication, or interaction

b.      Public Park: physical activity vs. sedentary behavior, social physical activity vs. individual physical activity, sociability, etc.

c.       Sporting event: level of energy, intensity, reaction of athletes to crowd, interaction between crowd and athletes, crowd’s attention to the game, etc.

d.      Shopping center: parent-child behavior, group behavior, couples’ behavior

e.      Airport: level of excitement, level of nervousness

f.        College campus: social activity, study behaviors

g.     Public beach: compare one behavior across two beaches, pier fishing, social vs individual activity, social distancing.

4.       Define the behavior you will observe: Chapters 1 and 5 covered the concept of operational definitions (see pgs. 20-21 and 150-151 of Pelham & Blanton). Once you have selected a behavior to observe, define and describe the behavior using a clear, measurable operational definition.  Keep definition handy while you perform your observation.  Examples:

Behavior: _____________ Operational Definition: 
 

5.     Decide how you will be quantifying observation by selecting to use either the frequency method, the duration method, or the interval method.

The frequency method involves counting the instances of each specific behavior that occur during a fixed time observation period.  For example, the child committed three aggressive acts during the 30-minute period.
The duration method involves recording how much time an individual spends engaged in a specific behavior during a fixed-time observation period.  For example, the child spent 18 minutes playing alone during the 30-minute period.
The interval method involves dividing the observation period into a series of intervals and then recording whether a specific behavior period is divided into 30 1-minute intervals.  The child was observed in group play during 12 of the intervals.
6.    Search for and select one scientific/empirical study that shows a theory or research result related to the behavior you will be studying and observing.  Use the link on the left called "CSN Library" to access Psychology/Sociology journal databases. This scientific/empirical study will guide you in developing a testable hypothesis for your observation so you can test it during the observation.  Give a summary (2-4 sentences) of the study that you read and how the results of this study are guiding your observation.  Remember to paraphrase and cite, always.  No direct quotations from the research study please.  Everything should be summarized/paraphrased in your own words and cited in proper APA format.

7.    Develop a hypothesis for your observation based on your journal article.  You can seek comparisons for types of groups or characteristics based on the behaviors you have selected.

Write your specific, measurable, and testable Hypothesis so you can include it in your observation report:  Based on the research I read and the definition of the behavior, I predict that
8. Conduct your observation. Observe and take field notes over a period of 30 minutes.  As you observe the behavior you identified, record what you are seeing in as much detail as possible, making sure you record the date and make sure you often note the time in which you observe each behavior. You will turn in a typed transcript of these notes.  Drawing a picture or a diagram of this setting and placing it in an appendix would be very helpful.  Here is a sample of field notes written by a previous student. Note how this student recorded time stamps, objectively described behavior, and placed more subjective information within [brackets].

9.       Analyze and type your notes. After your observation, take time to analyze your notes.  Add details that you missed the first time.  Write down your objective observations with a time stamp such as: 9:45 am:  dog and owner ran into the ocean together. You can add your own thoughts or opinions about how or why something happened, insert those comments in [brackets]. 

10. Write your Observation Report. Now it's time to bring everything together into an observation report.  Here is the format for your report:

Section 1: Title Page using the title “Observation of (Type of Behavior/s) in (Type of Setting).” Follow proper APA formatting for your title page.

Section 2: Top of Page Heading: Observation Background (about 1 page). Use paragraphs to separate the different topics.

Describe the location of the observation in detail with time, date, length.
Describe the behavior selected to observer, the operational definition in detail, and why you selected that behavior.  Describe what your research study says about that behavior making sure you paraphrase and cite in-text any ideas you include from the study. Describe how you decided to quantify the behavior during the observation and give examples.
State your hypothesis/prediction and explain why you predict people will behave in this way.  Use your research study you found/read to help you support the prediction/hypothesis you are proposing.
Section 3: Separate Page. Top of Page Heading: Observation Field Notes

Type your notes from your observation. Use #'s 8 & 9 above for information on what to include in your field notes.
Section 4: Top of Page Heading: Observation Results (about 1/2 page). Use paragraphs to separate the different topics.

Summarize the results of your observation.  What are your conclusions based on what you observed and analyzed? Were you able to confirm your hypothesis/prediction?
Think about your experience in conducting this observation.  Describe how it went, what was difficult, what was easy, what was unexpected. What you wish you had done.
Section 4: Top of Page Heading: Observation Reflection and Limitations (about 1 page). Use paragraphs to separate the different topics.

Your reflection should offer your own personal description of how the observation went, what you learned, what was simple or challenging, and how useful you think this research method is.
How did your observation advance our knowledge of the behavior you chose to study?  How did you contribute to science such as the research study you used for this observation?  What new knowledge can we take away from your results? How would you follow up from this observation to get more information about the behavior you observed?
Discuss the limitations of this method of research, and understanding of limitations with this research method.
Section 5: Separate Page. Top of Page Heading: References

One scientific reference from an empirical article (intro, method, results, discussion), your webcam website, both written in APA format. Your reference/scientific study you are citing should be included summarized in your Observation Report. Don’t just lift a direct quotation from the study and plop it on your paper.
Section 6: Separate Page. Top of Page Heading: Appendix 1, Any diagrams, drawings, etc., that you would like to add.

 Remember that your observation report must have proper grammar and sentence structure and must be in past tense because the observation already happened.

Your observation must be in APA format with a Title Page and a Reference Page.
